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A Smooth Transition  

Following Brad’s resignation, 
Council took these action steps 
without delay: 

To meet State requirements of 
oversight by a certified water 
operator, Patrick Shannon of 
Kim was appointed our 
“Operator in Responsible 
Charge (ORC).” This is a 
common practice when a water 
system does not have a fully 
certified ORC. We appreciate 
Patrick’s willingness to help out! 

Trustee Dean Clausen stepped 
up to assist with testing, 
chlorination checks, and repairs 
as needed. Brad is continuing 
to share his knowledge of water 
system monitoring with Dean. 
Thanks, Dean! 

Charlie De Pew saw the notice 
for a new Water Testing 
Coordinator position, applied, 
and was appointed by Council. 
Her responsibilities are to keep 
us on track with all State testing 
schedules. Charlie shares a 
home with Zachary Ward, and is 
a TSJC student and Wal-Mart 
Department Manager. She 
hopes one day to teach at The 
Branson School. Welcome, 
Charlie!
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Water Department Reorganizes Following 
Brad Doherty Resignation 

After serving tirelessly for 10 years, Brad Doherty told Council 
in late October, “It’s time for a new Water Commissioner.” His 
resignation was accepted with regrets at a Special Meeting 
convened October 25 to reorganize the Water Department. 

This newsletter is far too small to describe all that Brad 
accomplished in his position. He maintained a heavy, State-
required schedule of training, water testing, and reporting, and 
was the person who showed up day and night to locate and 
repair leaks in the Town water system.  

In addition to monitoring water flows, securing chlorination 
supplies, encouraging water conservation, and discovering 
why some water meters were tough to read, Brad spent 
countless hours exploring the Town’s future needs in 
collaboration with various divisions of the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment. 

Read the column at left to learn the steps taken by Council with 
Brad’s continued guidance and support. 

So that’s 
why that 
meter was 
so hard to 
read! Thank 
you, Brad, 
for keeping 
our water 
safe, 
flowing, 
and 
delicious.



Branson, Colorado 81027 December 10, 2018

Your Town Council 
Works For You 

Town of Branson                         
PO Box 92    Branson,  CO 81027 

TownofBranson@gmail.com 

Mayor Rachel Snyder   
719-946-5656  
RachelSnyderWrites@gmail.com 

Town Clerk/Trustee               
Carolyn Pickard  719-859-3568 
carolyn.pickard5@yahoo.com 

Town Treasurer/Trustee  
Lori Green  719-946-5519 
lorigreen22@gmail.com 

Mayor Pro Tem/Trustee  
Christine Louden 303-898-5929 
christine@aspenint.com 

Trustee Laura Brown 
719-859-3500  
firefly7982@gmail.com 

Trustee Letha Martinez  
719-404-6005  
letha.t.martinez@gmail.com 

Trustee Dean Clausen  
719-458-5330  
dclausen@bransonschoolonline.com 

The Town is also served by:  

Water Billing Clerk  
Gabi Freisl  719-353-1686 
gandeleather96@gmail.com 

Water Testing Coordinator  
Charlie DePew   

Water Reader Meter                 
Emery Thompson 

Council meets on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 6pm in 
Town Hall. See notices on the P.O. 
board for changes.

Support Our Law Enforcement This Christmas 

For some months, the County Sheriff’s Office has provided, at 
our request, the presence of a Deputy at our Council meetings. 
Thus, we are pleased to pass along information on a fundraiser 
sponsored by the Sheriff’s Office in conjunction with Main Street 
Auto and Tire and Shield 616. Might you make a tax-deductible 
donation to help equip each County Deputy with an armor 
package of vital lifesaving equipment for use during critical or 
active shooter incidents? Mail your donation to SHIELD616, c/o 
New Horizons Foundation, 5550 Tech Center Drive, Ste. 303, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80915. Include your email address and 
indicate that funds are for the Las Animas County Sheriff’s Office. 
More info is on the Branson P.O. bulletin board. 

Branson Bits & Bytes 
Need a hand? The Branson FFA Chapter stands ready to 
volunteer its services if you need help with branding, shipping, 
yard work, fence-mending, painting or any small local jobs. Call 
President Finn Warner (719-859-4002) or Community 
Development Chair Grace Provost (719-859-0005). Liven up  
family gatherings with our 45-minute documentary,The Early 
Years of Branson, Colorado. Online at  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?time_continue=1144&v=wI0bU3EDtRM . Our 2019 
Branson Sweet Springs calendars are now being distributed to 
residents and water customers. Safe and joyful holidays to all!

Branson-Trinchera 4H Club elves helped wrap gifts that the 
Trinidad Fire Department will give to underprivileged children. 
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